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Q. One of the news services printed that the CIA 
hired Washington attorney Edward Bennett Williams 
to defend former CIA Director Richard Helms. Is it 
also true that Alexander Solzhenitsyn, the Russian 
writer, paid Williams a retainer of $250,000 to defend 
the Soviet dissidents in Moscow? I'd like some in- 
formation on Williams. — V. W., Washington, D.C. 

A. Richard Helms recently pleaded "no contest" to 
two misdemeanor criminal charges in failing to testify 
fully to a U.S. Senate committee about the CIA's 
participation in the political activities of Chile. He 
was represented by Edward Bennett Williams, 57, one 
of the most prominent trial lawyers in this country. 
The CIA did not choose Williams to represent Helms. 

He was chosen by Helms. To date, Williams has . 
charged Helms nothing for his services and in all 
probability will send him no bill. The rumor that 
Williams has billed the CIA $250,000 for defending 
Helms is utter nonsense. 

As regards Williams and Solzhenitsyn, the attorney 
was called recently tb Cavendish, Vt., by the Soviet 
writer, who asked hirn to represent Alexander Gins- 
burg, 40, a member of the Russian dissident group. 
Ginsburg has been charged with anti-Soviet agitation . 
and propaganda, faces up to 10 years in a labor camp. 

Williams agreed to take the case and applied to 
Soviet authorities in Washington for a visa. They keep 
stalling and apparently havejio intention of granting 
one. Williams is trying to get to Moscow in the worst 
way to defend Ginsburg but at this point is stymied. 

He is under no Solzhenitsyn retainer. 
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